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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Walser 
etai. (US Pat. #6,731,998). 

Regarding claim 1 , Walser et al. disclose an optimization automated 
manufacturing system, comprising a) a computer processing system that defines 
product packages (see fig. 1, elements 14 and 16) and one or more product 
subbatches within each product package in response to input product information 
(see fig. 2, element 20, cols. 5-6); and b) a plurality of consolidation systems that 
receive the product subbatches in accordance to consolidation assignment and 
consolidate the product subbatches into product packages (see fig. 2, element 
30, cols. 5-6), wherein the computer processing system receives the status 
information of the consolidation systems and produces consolidation assignment. 

Regarding claim 2, Walser et al. further disclose c) a distribution system 
that receives the product subbatches and distributes the product subbatches to 
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the consolidation systems in accordance to the consolidation assignment 
produced by the computer processing system (see fig. 2, element 24 and 34). 

Regarding claim 3, Walser et al. further disclose c) an output system that 
receives the product packages from the consolidation systems and ships the 
product packages (see fig. 3, element 140, col., 7, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 4, Walser et al. disclose wherein the product subbatches 
carries machine-readable or human readable information comprising 
consolidation assignment information (see fig. 1, col. 3 lines 63-col. 4, Iine30). 

Regarding claim 5, this claim is rejected for the same reasons applied 
above rejected claim 4. 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, Walser et al. disclose wherein the status 
information of the consolidation systems includes the load levels of the 
consolidation systems (see cols. 7-8). 

Regarding claim 8-10, Walser et al. disclose wherein the status 
information of the consolidation systems includes the properties of the product 
subbatches stored in the consolidation systems (see cols. 7-8). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Walser et al. disclose an optimization automated 
manufacturing system, comprising a computer processing system that defines 
product packages and one or more product subbatches within each product 
package in response to input product information (see fig. 1 , elements 14 and 
16); b) one or more production systems that produce the product subbatches 
(see fig. 2, element 20, cols. 5-6); and c) a plurality of consolidation systems that 
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receive the product subbatches in accordance to consolidation assignment and 
consolidate the product subbatches into product packages (see fig. 2, element 
30, cols. 5-6), wherein the computer processing system receives the status 
information of the consolidation systems and produces consolidation assignment. 

Regarding claims 12 and 25, Walser et al. disclose wherein the computer 
processing system produces digital data in response to input product information, 
wherein the digital data was received by the production systems for producing 
the product subbatches (see fig. 1, col. 4, lines 1-14). 

Regarding claim 13, Walser et al. disclose wherein the computer 
processing system assigns the product subbatches to be produced at one of the 
production systems (see col. 4, lines 1-30). 

Regarding claim 14, Walser et al. disclose wherein the computer 
processing system schedules the product subbatches to be produced at one of 
the production systems in accordance to the status information of the 
consolidation systems (see col. 4). 

Regarding claim 15, Walser et al. further disclose d) a distribution system 
that receives the product subbatches from the one or more production systems 
and distributes the product subbatches to the consolidation systems in 
accordance to the consolidation assignment information (see fig. 2, element 24 
and 34). , 

Regarding claims 16 and 17, this claim is rejected for the same reasons 
applied above rejected claim 4. 
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Regarding claims18 and 19, this claim is rejected for the same reasons 
applied above rejected claims 6 and 7. 

Regarding claim 20-22, this claim is rejected for the same reasons applied 
above rejected claims 8 and 10. 

Regarding claim 23, Walser et al. disclose wherein a product subbatch 
includes a plurality of product types (see col. 3). 

Regarding claim 24, Walser et al disclose wherein the product subbatches 
include one or more of image prints, greeting cards, postcards, calendars, photo 
snapbooks, and photo albums (see fig. 3, col. 6). 

Regarding claims 26-50, these method claims are rejected for the same 
reasons applied above rejected system claims 1-25. 



Conclusion 

1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Douglas Lee, whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3745. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:00AM- 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Picard, can be reached on (571) 272-3749 or via e-mail addressed to 
[leo.picard@uspto.gov]. The fax number for this Group is (571) 273-8300. 
Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 
35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and 
should be addressed to [doug.lee@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility 
that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a 
properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. 
This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official 
Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 89. 
All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 
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sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the. Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (in USA or CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Douglas Lee 
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